Napoleon Faces a Crisis
too, a bastard, therefore illegitimate, in the royal family;
also a pander for prime minister; a misgoverned country
as badly in need of reorganization as he in need of that
country; and the great reorganizer at hand just over the
mountains.
It was all quite like a burlesque. That did not entirely
escape his notice or his sense of humor. But the day was
long since past for humor. And, as at Brumaire, farces
as often as heroic dramas could serve his purpose.
The difficulty was to get Spain and the world to see
the need of the reorganization. Spaniards were sensitive,
might resent being done all this good by an outsider;
indeed they already showed signs of pique at his pater-
nal presence just over the mountains. This objection,
however, he dismissed as of small account.
The world's opinion caused him deeper concern. With
such a crew fighting over the Spanish saddle, and with
his own record behind him, the benefits of intervention,
he thought, should be evident to all. But England would
think for the world, and, of course, would not think his
way. Then the cry of "usurper" would again be raised.
Too much reiteration of that would destroy morale, in-
jure him irreparably in the eyes of the Rhineland, Italy,
and many other states to which he might have given a
pseudo-liberty but many very real and progressive
institutions.
It was true, though, that taking the crown, or inter-
vention even, might be construed as an offense against the
law of nations. That he would admit. But it was a case of
the real security and power he could give to Spain against
a figment of independence. A concrete good against an ab-
stract wrong! If only the world and history could be per-
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